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Hi there! Thank you for requesting this tip sheet on making 
money on Medium. 

Maybe you’re reading this because you want to create 
extra income. Or maybe you’ve been thinking about 
building your brand through blogging. No matter your 
motivation, Medium is a great place to reach your goals.  

In 2015, I launched a career and lifestyle website called 
CAPITOL STANDARD. At the time I was working as a writer 
for the U.S. Department of State and needed a creative 
outlet to get through the dry work I was doing in 
government. I also noticed the many resources available to 
help young professionals be successful went unnoticed. Thus 
a website was born.  

But I had no idea what I was doing. I wanted to create a 
great website and maybe even create a passive stream of 
income. Passive income eventually came, but it took me 
YEARS to even scratch the surface.  

It can take years to make money with your blog. And the 
truth is, many don’t. As of 2020, there are over 600 million 
blogs on the internet and only 2% of them make $150,000 
per year.   

https://capitolstandard.com/
https://www.capitolstandard.com/passive-income/
https://www.capitolstandard.com/passive-income/
https://growthbadger.com/blog-stats/
https://growthbadger.com/blog-stats/


I believe everyone needs a place to call their own on the 
internet. I wouldn’t be an advocate for building your own 
personal brand if I didn’t.  

But as you can see, just creating a website or launching a 
blog isn’t enough. Every business needs an audience, and 
building one takes time.  

This is why I LOVE Medium.  

Blogging is oversaturated. But currently, Medium is not. 
Websites and blogs need an audience. Medium has over 
200 million readers per month and counting. Most blogs 
make $0 for years and many never make a profit at all. 
Writers like Shannon Ashley make $10,000 per month on 
Medium.  

Will you make that much? I don’t know and I’m not 
guaranteeing you will. But an extra $100-$500 per month 
is more than the average blogger or website owner will 
ever see.  

Ready to get started on Medium? I think you’re convinced!  



1. 
SIGN UP FOR MEDIUM  

 

Head to Medium.com and click “Get Started.” 

https://medium.com/


2. 
CREATE YOUR PROFILE  

 
Then, click on your profile photo. A dropdown menu will 
appear. Click “Profile”. From there you will be able to 
customize your profile with a photo, description and any 
links you’d like to add. 

 



3. 
HOW TO PUBLISH ON 
MEDIUM  

 

 
From your dropdown menu, click on “New Story”. You’ll 
see a blankish page appear. Add your title, a great photo, 
text, links, videos and more.  

Pro Tip: Looking for great free photos? Use Unsplash and 
Canva to find a bold photo that will help your words come 
to life.  

https://unsplash.com/
https://capitolstandard.com/canva


 

Medium makes it easy to create a well-formatted article. 
Use the on page tools to add subtitles, links, quotes, and 
more.  

When you’re ready to publish, hit the green ‘Publish’ button 
up top. You’ll see a pop up appear that allows you to 
choose up to 5 tags for your article and edit your story 
preview.  



 

You’ll also see-- right above the green ‘Publish’ button, a 
box to check that will make your article eligible to earn 
money.  

This box should be automatically checked. But if not, 
CHECK IT! Whether you’re building a brand or a business, 
be sure to check that box and get paid for the content you 
create.  

Pro Tip: If you’ve already launched a website or blog, you 
are allowed to repost articles on Medium. So kill 2 birds 
with one stone and make sure you are reposting content 
(that you own) on your Medium profile as well.  



4. 
FOLLOW PEOPLE EVERYDAY  

 
Medium isn’t a social media platform. But like most 
successful platforms, it helps to be social. Don’t worry about 
starting out with no followers. Focus on following the 
people, publications and topics you want to build a brand 
around. For example, let’s say you’re looking to build an 
audience around the topic of ‘Personal Growth’? Just search 
for that tag on Medium and you will see lots of articles 
tagged with this topic.  

 

https://medium.com/tag/personal-growth


 

Next thing you’ll want to take note of is the claps that each 
article receives. Click on those claps and you’ll see all of the 
people who are interested in the very topic you’ll be 
covering.  

Start by following these people and publications.  



5. 
REQUEST TO JOIN LARGE 
MEDIUM PUBLICATIONS 

 
Medium publications are like blogs hosted on Medium.com. 
Medium users can “follow” these publications just like they 
can follow your personal profile, and you can be added as 
a writer to them with the help of an editor. 

Use Smedian.com-- an independent website to find and 
join top publications. Here are the submission guidelines for 
The Writing Cooperative, Entrepreneur’s Handbook -- some 
of the top publications on Medium.  

https://toppubs.smedian.com/
https://writingcooperative.com/the-writing-cooperative-submission-requirements-364b0fea36cd
https://entrepreneurshandbook.co/write-for-entrepreneurs-handbook-7f9380ee9b63


 

6. 
WRITE INTERESTING SHIT 

 
If you start writing and don’t see any traction, it could be 
because you’re not writing about the right topics. People 
want what they want. And there are a few tried and true 
topics that people will always be drawn to. Here are just a 
few:  

- How to Make Friends/ Be Likable  

- Life Lessons/ Lessons in Success  

- Misconceptions about Relationships/ Success  

- Writing/ Medium Tips  

- Personal Story About Something That Happened to 
You 



Your Medium.com Questions Answered 

How Often Are Writers Paid on Medium? 
Once per month Medium sends payments to the payment 
method of your choice. If you just started writing, payments 
will be sent the first week of the following month and every 
month after that. 

Where Can I See How Much I’ve Made? 

 

Should I create my own publication?  
Maybe. It really is up to you. A publication is not needed to 
build an audience or make your articles eligible to earn 
money. 



Can I write about whatever I want?  
 Some of the most successful Medium writers choose two to 
five topics and stick to them. If you’re just getting started, 
start with one and be consistent. Consistency is key.  

…. 

You did it! Thank you for reading and hope to see you 
flourishing on Medium. 

Onward, 
Ursula Lauriston 
Editor, CAPITOL STANDARD  

Let’s Keep in Touch!  
Find Me on Medium 
Say Hello on Instagram 

https://www.capitolstandard.com/
https://medium.com/@urdiggy
https://www.instagram.com/ursulalauriston/
Ursula Lauriston
P.S, if you want to take your Medium game to the next level, I recommend a course called Medium Mastery (https://www.capitolstandard.com/MediumMastery). I took it, and love that it taught me how to use Medium inside out. Use code ‘ORIOLES’ for serious $$$ off. 


